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SENATB RESOLUTION
Serial No. }6. (Not printed). Legislative Journal page 1123.
By Mr. WALKHR.

JOINT STATE GOVERNMBENT COMMISSION TO MAKE
A STUDY OF DEOCEDENTS’ BSTATE LAWS

In the Senate, March 12, 1948.

Whereas, No revision of the decedents’ estate laws of the
Commonwealth has been made since 1917, but numberless
amendments have been made and laws on subjects related
thereto have been enacted, which render the true status of
lt)h;ese laws uncertain and difficullt of administration; therefore,

it :

Resolved, That the Joint State Government Commiission is
hereby requested, during the interim between the present ses-
sion of the General Assembly and the regular biennial session
of 1947, to study, revise and prepare for reenactment the
Orphans’ Court Partition Act, the Orphans’ Court Act, the
Revised Price Act, the Wills Act, the Register of Wills Act,
the Intestate Act and the Fiduciaries Act, together with all
of their supplements and amendments and all separate laws
that should properly be incorporated therein, and to present
them for the consideration of the General Assembly at its

next session. _ :
Adopied, March 13, 1948.



JOI.IT STATE GOVERN.EITT CLZIswill
CCMLITTEE CN DECECLNTS' ESTATES LAvwS

FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE
NOVLL3ER 28, 1945

Streamlining and modernization of the Decedents!
Estates Laws, otherwlise known as the Seven Sisters Act, was
undertaken today by Jjoint committees consisting of the Committee
on Decedents® Estates Laws of the Joint State Government Commis-
sion of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania and an Advisory Com~
mittee appointed by the Joint State Government Ccmmission,

"Several hundred amendments to the Decedents' Estates
Laws have been enacted since their adeption in 1917 and it is “tirme
that the laws were brought up to date, streamlined, and modernized”
saild Honorable Themas H. Lee, Chairman of the Comm{ttee of the
Joint State Government Commission,

Robert Brigham, of the Philadelphia County Bar, was
elected Chairman of the Advisory Committee, and Shippen Lewis,
of the Philadelphia County Bar, was elected Secretary.

The Pennsylvania Bar Association has been studying
this subject for a number of years and has urged that the laws
be revised in order that they may meet present conditions.

"We are moving in the right direction when we revise
the laws so as to meet the present conditions," said Honorable
John M, Walker, Vice Chairman of the Joint State Government
Commission's Committee. "Thls is long overdue and I am very much
impressed with the interest shown at this meeting today. Much was
accomplished in laying the ground work," Senator ™alker further
stated.
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DECEDENTS' ESTATES LAWS
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
PUBLICATIONS
1945-1985

1946
Proposed Intestate Act of 1947
Proposed Wills Act of 1947

1947
Report: Decedents' Estates Laws of 1947

1949
Report: Decedents' Estates Laws of 1949

1951
Report: Decedents' Estates Laws of 1951

1955
Proposed Amendments to the Decedents' Estates Laws

1959
Proposed Inheritance and Estate Tax of 1959

1963
Inheritance and Estate Tax Act of 1961, as amended

—

970
Proposed Adoption Act

=

972
Proposed Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code

1973
Proposed Amendments: Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code:
Phase II

~

1974

Guardianship of the Mentally Retarded: A Subcommittee Report
on House Bill 1516 to the Judiciary Committee of the
House of Representatives

1975
Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments
and Comments, 1975

1977
Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments
and Comments, 1977



1979
Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments and

Comments (1979): 1Including a Study of the Impact of Inheritance
Taxes on Decedents' Domicile

1980
Proposed Revision of Adoption Law and Codification into Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, Title 23, Part III

1981

Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments and
Comments, 1981 and Proposed Revision of Inheritance Tax Laws
and Codification of Chapter 17, Title 72, of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes

1983
Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments and
Comments, 1983

1984
Report of the Subcommittee on Guardianships

1985
Probate, Estates and Fiduciaries Code: Proposed Amendments and
Comments, 1985
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A RESOLUTION
Commending the Juint State Government Commission Task Force and

Advisory Committee on Decedents' Estates Laws for their

contributions to the General Assembly for 40 years.

WHEREAS, The Joint State Government Commission Task Force and
Advisory Committee on Decedents' Estates Law has been primarily
responsible “for the review, revision and codification of the
Commonwealth's decedents' estates laws since the task force and
advisory committee's creation in 1945; and

WHEREAS, Since its first meeting on November 28, 1945, the
task force and advisory committee have assisted the General
Assembly in providing probate laws which are modern, efficient
and responsive to the needs of the citizens of this
Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Many of the laws recommended by the task force and
advisory committee have received national attention and praise
and have been used as models by other states; and

WHEREAS, On November 28, 1985, the task force and advisory

committee is celebrating the 40th anniversary of its first



O v s LN

meeting; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Senate commend the task force and advisory
committee for the exemplary job it has done and express a deep
appreciation to all present and former members of the task force

and advisory committee for their contributions over the past 40

years.



